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Dear fellow traveler, 

 

I’m overjoyed that you are considering being baptized!  Because many people come to The River 

Church from backgrounds that don’t entail baptism at all or from backgrounds that may not fully take 

into account what the Bible says about baptism, I want to try to explain what baptism is and what it is 

not. 

   

First of all, contrary to what some traditions teach, the Bible makes it clear that the act of baptism itself 

doesn’t “save” anyone, absolve anyone, or make anyone “right with God”.  Only Jesus saves us from 

our sins, and he did this by dying in our place on the cross to pay for our sins and by rising from the dead 

to offer new and eternal life to us all.  So then, if baptism isn’t the way to access this gift of salvation 

which Jesus offers us, then how can we access it?  We access this salvation-- the gift of forgiveness and 

relationship with God--not through baptism but by trusting in Jesus whole-heartedly and calling out to 

him sincerely in repentance from our sins and in surrender to Him as Lord.  Think through these questions 

as you consider baptism:     
 

 Have you come to recognize that your sins, like the sins of all people, leave you condemned 

before God, awaiting his just wrath, and in desperate need of God’s forgiveness?  (Romans 3:23, 

6:23) 

 Do you trust that God paid your debt of sin by pouring out His wrath on His own Son, Jesus? 

(Isaiah 53:4-6)  

 Do you trust that Jesus rose bodily from the dead to prove that He was who He said He was-- 

God’s Son, our Savior, and Lord of all?  (Romans 1:3-4, 10:9-10) 

 Are you willing to turn away from your sins by giving up control of your life to the risen Jesus as 

your Lord? (Acts 2:38, 17:30; Romans 10:9-13; 2 Peter 3:9) 

 If so, have you called out to Him, confessing and repenting of your sinfulness, acknowledging 

your need for his forgiveness, and surrendering to Him as your Savior and Lord?   
 

This is how you come to be made right with God, to be “born again” in Christ.  You must trust Jesus and 

surrender control of your life to Him as your Lord from this point forward.  The Bible says that the Holy Spirit 

of God convicts us of our sins, points us to Jesus, enables us to trust Him, and comes to live in us and 

transform us when we trust Jesus.  This is what it means to be “born again.”   

 

So how does baptism play into our faith in Christ and relationship with Him?  Baptism by immersion is, 

according to the Bible, a one-time announcement, symbol, and celebration of the fact that a person 
has already been born again.  Baptism by immersion symbolizes the fact that the old me and my sins 

were crucified and buried with Christ (pictured in our going under the water) and a new me has been 

made alive with Christ (pictured in our rising from beneath the water).  Just as a wedding ring doesn't 

make you married, baptism doesn't make you a born-again Christ-follower.  Just as a wedding ring is 

put on to demonstrate the fact that a person has been joined to another person as his or her mate, 

baptism is a symbol that demonstrates you have been joined to Jesus Christ as your Lord.  According to 

the Bible, a person is to be baptized once and this only after he or she has already surrendered 

him/herself genuinely to Christ.   

 



What if you’ve been baptized before?  Can you or should you be baptized again?  The answer to that 

question depends on whether or not your previous baptism fits the description above.  Were you 

baptized after you were genuinely born again and surrendered to Christ?  Were you baptized by 

immersion, thus upholding the biblical symbolism and meaning of baptism as described above?  If your 

answer is “no” to either of those questions, and if you have now been born again and surrendered to 

Christ as Lord, you should be baptized now.  We welcome the opportunity to discuss this further with you 

in greater detail, and to answer any questions you may have after reading this. 

 

Sometimes people experience times of spiritual renewal, revival, or greater intimacy with Christ than 

they had previously experienced, even after being born again and being baptized.  It is not uncommon 

for people to request baptism again during such times in order to mark this time of renewal and/or share 

it with others.  Though it is always appropriate to share and celebrate with others what God is doing in 

our lives, it is not necessary to do so through baptism.  In fact, to be baptized again would muddle the 

Biblical symbol and significance of baptism.   

 

It is also common for born again, previously baptized believers to request baptism again during times of 

repentance, perhaps after straying and upon returning to the Lord.  But the Scripture is clear that when 

God’s children stray, Jesus is our advocate with the Heavenly Father and we need only repent and 

confess our sins to Him in order to be forgiven and cleansed (1 John 1:9, 2:1-2).  In such cases, it is not 

necessary to be baptized again, nor are we instructed to do so in Scripture. 

 

After considering these things honestly and prayerfully, if you are ready to be baptized, we can't wait to 

celebrate you new life in Christ with you!  If after reading this, you realize you don’t need to be 

baptized, we still rejoice with you at the work of renewal that God is doing in your life!  Remember, we 

welcome the opportunity to talk through this matter in further detail with you, so don’t hesitate to call. 

 

If you do want/need to be baptized, we'd love for you to write a one page version of your story—the 

story of how you came to surrender to Christ (we have a questionnaire that might be helpful to you in 

fleshing out your story).  Doing this will provide others with a snapshot of your life before and after 

surrendering to Jesus.  Before our next baptism celebration, we’d like to privately record you reading 

your story before so that we can play it back at your baptism for all to hear (we can also have another 

person read your story if you prefer).  This is a powerful opportunity for you to tell your story without 

having to speak in front of a crowd.  After all, what we are celebrating at baptism is how God is 

transforming people by bringing them out of death in sin and raising them to new life in Christ.  Your 

story may very well be the tool God uses to draw someone else to new life in Him! How exciting would 

that be?! 

 

I can't wait to hear back from you.  I'm celebrating either way what God is doing in your life, and I can't 

wait to help you take the next steps in your journey with Jesus. 

 

 

 

On the journey with you, 

 

 

 

 

Bryan Plyler 

Lead Pastor 

bryan@riverchurchonline.com 
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